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for English at Co-op Academy Broadhurst
 



 Intent

Why is English an important part of the curriculum at Broadhurst?  

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by 
equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature 

through widespread reading for enjoyment.

Article 29 (Goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.

Our aims are that our pupils are able to:

● read easily, fluently and with good understanding

● develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

● acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, 

writing and spoken language

● appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

● write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes 

and audiences

● use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and 

ideas

● are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and 

participating in debate.

We recognise that the skills our pupils learn in English can greatly enhance their skills, knowledge and 

understanding in other subjects and enable them to make links within and across subjects. 



 Intent

Why is English an important part of the curriculum at Broadhurst? 

At Co-op Academy Broadhurst we aim to foster a love of literacy in every child through immersing them 

throughout their primary education in high quality texts. Our literacy curriculum builds on children’s 

previous learning and aims to strengthen each of the literacy strands; spoken language, reading and writing.

We aim to promote high standards of literacy and language by equipping children with a strong command 

of spoken language through opportunities of role play and drama, and to develop their love of literature 

through widespread reading for enjoyment and writing with purpose. The mapping of Literacy across school 

shows clear progression in line with age related expectations.

We believe that our curriculum allows children to develop socially, emotionally, intellectually and spiritually 

by choosing texts which are rich and balanced to provide appropriate challenge for each year group in their 

reading and writing tasks. Writing lessons enable children to explore these texts by following our medium 

term planning sequence where children predict, read, analyse, plan, edit, write and read aloud. We aim to 

plan lessons which give children a purpose and an audience for their writing to ensure our high 

expectations are achieved with children writing with purpose and value.

Teachers are supported through regular CPD and curriculum development days ensuring confidence in the 

skills and knowledge they are required to teach.



What are the key knowledge concepts in English at Broadhurst? (What do the children need to know?)

 Intent

Spoken Language Reading Writing

Spoken language underpins the 
development of reading and writing. The 
quality and variety of language that pupils 
hear and speak are vital for developing their 
vocabulary and grammar and their 
understanding for reading and writing. 
Teachers should therefore ensure the 
continual development of pupils’ 
confidence and competence in spoken 
language and listening skills. Pupils should 
develop a capacity to explain their 
understanding of books and other reading, 
and to prepare their ideas before they 
write. They must be assisted in making their 
thinking clear to themselves as well as to 
others, and teachers should ensure that 
pupils build secure foundations by using 
discussion to probe and remedy their 
misconceptions. Pupils should also be 
taught to understand and use the 
conventions for discussion and debate.

Word Reading
Skilled word reading involves both the 
speedy working out of the pronunciation of 
unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and 
the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
words. 

Comprehension (both listening & reading)
Good comprehension draws from linguistic 
knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and 
grammar) and on knowledge of the world. 
Comprehension skills develop through 
pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion 
with the teacher, as well as from reading 
and discussing a range of stories, poems 
and non-fiction.

It is essential that, by the end of their 
primary education, all pupils are able to 
read fluently, and with confidence, in any 
subject in their forthcoming secondary 
education.

Transcription
● Spelling

Writing down ideas fluently depends on 
effective transcription: that is, on spelling 
quickly and accurately through knowing the 
relationship between sounds and letters 
(phonics) and understanding the 
morphology (word structure) and 
orthography (spelling structure) of words.

● Handwriting
Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, 
eventually, speedy handwriting.

Composition
Effective composition involves articulating 
and communicating ideas, and then 
organising them coherently for a reader. 
This requires clarity, awareness of the 
audience, purpose and context, and an 
increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary 
and grammar. 

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 



What are the key knowledge concepts in English at Broadhurst? (What do the children need to know?)

 Intent

Phonics and Early Reading

Phonics (reading and spelling)

At Co-op Academy Broadhurst, we believe that all our children can become fluent readers and writers. This is why we teach 

reading through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme. We start 

teaching phonics in Nursery/Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures 

children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through 

school.

As a result, all our children are able to tackle any unfamiliar words as they read. At Co-op Academy Broadhurst, we also model 

the application of the alphabetic code through phonics in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the phonics 

lesson and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on language development for our children because we know that 

speaking and listening are crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects.

Comprehension

At Co-op Academy Broadhurst, we value reading as a crucial life skill. By the time children leave us, they read confidently for 

meaning and regularly enjoy reading for pleasure. Our readers are equipped with the tools to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary. 

We encourage our children to see themselves as readers for both pleasure and purpose.

Because we believe teaching every child to read is so important, we have a Reading Leader who drives the early reading 

programme in our school. This person is highly skilled at teaching phonics and reading, and they monitor and support our 

reading team, so everyone teaches with fidelity to the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme.

https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files


Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

At Co-op Academy Broadhurst we are creative and personal in our approach to implementing a 

high-quality English curriculum. Our implementation is developed through secure understanding 

of the curriculum and subject area. 

Phonics / Spelling ● Phonics - Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised
● Spelling - Spelling Shed Scheme, The Science of Spelling

Reading ● Little Wandle Reading Practice Sessions
● Whole Class Guided Reading 
● Reading for pleasure 
● Class text
● Independent reading tasks - question mats, comprehensions, Reading 

Explorer

Writing Four purposes of writing / The 7 Stages of Writing

Writing lessons are planned and taught following a writing sequence where 

teachers plan and deliver motivating and exciting writing opportunities based 

around their chosen text. 



Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Phonics and Early Reading

Foundations for phonics in Nursery

We provide a balance of child-led and adult-led experiences for all children that meet the curriculum expectations for 
‘Communication and language’ and ‘Literacy’. These include:

● sharing high-quality stories and poems
● learning a range of nursery rhymes and action rhyme
● activities that develop focused listening and attention, including oral blending
● attention to high-quality language.

We ensure Nursery children are well prepared to begin learning grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and blending in 
Reception.

Daily phonics lessons in Reception and Year 1

We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute lessons, with additional daily oral blending games, 
to the full-length lesson as quickly as possible. Each Friday, we review the week’s teaching to help children become fluent readers.

Children make a strong start in Reception: teaching begins in Week 2 of the Autumn term.

We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of progress:

➢ Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and 3 GPCs, and words with adjacent consonants 
(Phase 4) with fluency and accuracy.

➢ Children in Year 1 review Phase 3 and 4 and are taught to read and spell words using Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy. 

https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files
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What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 
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Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Phonics and Early Reading

Daily Keep-up lessons ensure every child learns to read

● Any child who needs additional practice has daily ‘Keep-Up’ support, taught by a fully trained 
adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class teaching, and use the same procedures, 
resources and mantras, but in smaller steps with more repetition, so that every child secures their 
learning.

● Rapid Catch Up Programme (at least 3 times per week) - We timetable daily phonics lessons for any 
child in Year 2 and KS2 who is not fully fluent at reading or has not passed the Phonics screening 
check. These children urgently need to catch up, so the gap between themselves and their peers 
does not widen. 



Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Phonics and Early Reading

Teaching reading: Reading practice sessions 2-3 times a week

We teach children to read through reading practice sessions three times a week. These:

● are taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of approximately six children
● use books matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised assessments and book matching grids on pages 11–20 of ‘Application of phonics to reading
● are monitored by the class teacher, who rotates and works with each group on a regular basis.

Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the session do not overload the children’s 
working memory. The reading practice sessions have been designed to focus on three key reading skills:

● decoding
● prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and expression
● comprehension: teaching children to understand the text.

In Reception these sessions start in Week 4. Children who are not yet decoding have daily additional blending 
practice in small groups, so that they quickly learn to blend and can begin to read books.

In Year 2 and 3, we continue to teach reading in this way for any children who still need to practise reading with 
decodable books. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-APPLICATION-OF-PHONICS-NEW-PD03-1.pdf


Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Phonics and Early Reading

Home reading

The decodable reading practice book is accessed via the eBook library at home to ensure success is shared with the family.

● Reading for pleasure books (sharing books) also go home for parents to share and read to children
● We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised parents’ resources to engage our families and share information 

about phonics, the benefits of sharing books, how children learn to blend and other aspects of our provision, both online 
and through workshops.

Additional reading support for vulnerable children

Children in Reception and Year 1 who are receiving additional phonics Keep-up sessions read their reading practice book to an 
adult daily. 

Ensuring consistency and pace of progress

Every teacher and teaching assistant in our school has been trained to teach reading, so we have the same expectations of 
progress. We all use the same language, routines and resources to teach children to read so that we lower children’s cognitive 
load.

Weekly content grids map each element of new learning to each day, week and term for the duration of the programme.

Lesson templates, Prompt cards and How to videos ensure teachers all have a consistent approach and structure for each lesson.

The Reading Leader and SLT use the Audit and Prompt cards to regularly monitor and observe teaching; they use the summative 
data to identify children who need additional support and gaps in learning. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 
Phonics and Early Reading

Ensuring reading for pleasure

‘Reading for pleasure is the single most important indicator of a child’s success.’ (OECD 2002)

‘The will influences the skill and vice versa.’ (OECD 2010)

We value reading for pleasure highly and work hard as a school to grow our Reading for Pleasure pedagogy.

● We read to children every day. We choose these books carefully as we want children to experience a wide range of 
books, including books that reflect the children at Co-op Academy Broadhurst and our local community as well as 
books that open windows into other worlds and cultures.

● Every classroom has an inviting book area that encourages a love for reading. We curate these books and talk about 
them to entice children to read a wide range of books.

● In Nursery/Reception, children have access to the reading corner every day in their free flow time and the books are 
continually refreshed.

● Each class has a designated time slot to visit ur new school library. 
● Author of the half term - within KS1 & KS2, the children study and experience a different author each half term.
● Pie Corbett’s Reading for Pleasure - each class has access to their year group texts recommended by Pie Corbett.
● Reading Rucksack Reading Incentive - each week a child is rewarded with the Reading Rucksack, they are able to 

choose a book from ur new school library to enjoy, along with a few other reading treats. 
● Reading Celebration Assembly - every half term, each class presents what they have been enjoying reading. 
● Children across the school have regular opportunities to engage with a wide range of Reading for Pleasure events 

(book fairs, author visits and workshops, national events etc).



Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Reading

Guided Reading 

Reception & 
Year 1

2 x Little Wandle Reading Sessions per week

Year 2 & KS2 45mins-1 hour Weekly Whole Class Guided Reading Session - VIPERS / KS2 reading 
scheme (covering all reading strands)

Independent Reading Tasks - using Reading Explorers or reading comprehensions 
from Literacy Shed, Twinkl or Grammarsaurus or Question Mats

2 x Little Wandle Reading Sessions per week (for those children who have not 
completed the Little Wandle Phonics Programme, this will replace WCGR in Y2)



Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Writing

Writing curriculum:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16mtxScC_l3f5wJuITE-4vpANUBHfYMhg6Dv2eC534Gw/edit

Poetry Curriculum:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fiKpH8WXo53xEEDVp7CWTaIlNJgVcfLl/edit

Spelling Curriculum:

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/scheme

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16mtxScC_l3f5wJuITE-4vpANUBHfYMhg6Dv2eC534Gw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fiKpH8WXo53xEEDVp7CWTaIlNJgVcfLl/edit
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/scheme


Implementation

What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Spelling

The EEF Improving Literacy In Key Stage 2 Guidance Report says:

‘Fast and accurate spelling of an extensive vocabulary is a key component of writing fluency. Many of 
the skills that support word reading will also support spelling, but spelling demands great specificity 
and has different motor demands. There is limited high quality evidence about how to teach spelling, 
but it is clear that spelling should be actively taught rather than simply tested.

Phonics provides a foundation for effective spelling, which can be applied alongside other strategies 
such as focusing on morphemes. By analysing the types of spelling errors pupils make it is possible to 
provide support specific to their needs.’

The report goes on to identify the most common spelling errors as being phonological, orthographical 
or morphological.

Spelling Shed 2022 provides the tools to explicitly teach in a way that addresses these kinds of needs 
while giving 100% National Curriculum coverage.

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf
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What does the English curriculum look like at Co-op Academy Broadhurst? 

Marking and Feedback

Effective marking and feedback is integral to good teaching and learning processes. By empowering pupils to be 
actively involved in understanding how they are making progress, helps them to embed learning swiftly and enables 
accelerated learning. 

Children’s work must be marked (by the teacher) in order to inform future teaching and learning. This may happen 
within the lesson, not just after the lesson has finished.

Effective marking and feedback aims to: 
● Inform the pupil what they have done well and what they need to do to improve. 
● Support pupil confidence and self-esteem in learning. 
● Support teachers’ assessment knowledge of each pupil as part of thorough assessment for learning procedures, 

in order to plan and refine next steps in learning. 
● Develop consistent processes across the school to teach pupils to respond to feedback, self-assess and evaluate 

their own learning.

Time needs to be provided to address errors and/or to respond to the teacher’s marking and feedback. We call this 

‘fix-it’.

Refer to the Marking and Feedback Policy for additional information: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C9jxkhke7hb3pdDEaWyU7XujoUDD0ENt/edit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C9jxkhke7hb3pdDEaWyU7XujoUDD0ENt/edit


How do we plan for progression within English at Broadhurst?

Implementation

Rationale for progression

● The curriculum identifies points where comparisons can be made

● Key concepts are revisited year on year to consolidate pupils understanding

● Knowledge that is taught builds on prior learning and is therefore more in-depth

● Increasing complexity of subject specific language and precision is expected

● Children will be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of English

● Children are able to talk about their learning using the appropriate vocabulary

● Children will develop their understanding and use of ambitious vocabulary
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How do we plan for progression of knowledge and skills within English at Broadhurst?

Implementation

Writing



Use of English Books and Writing Books

English Books – ‘This is where we practise our writing!’

Children should complete ‘The Seven Stages of Writing’ within this book. 

Implementation



Use of English Books and Writing Books

Writing Book – ‘This is where we showcase our writing!’

The children should be given the opportunity to complete 1 piece of extended writing each half term. In KS1, the 

writing should be linked to the class read or current topic. In KS2, the stimulus for writing can also be standalone 

and not always linked to the class read or current topic. The ‘cold write’ approach is not acceptable within any 

writing sessions. Writing prompts and a success criteria must still be provided within the writing session, although 

the success criteria should become less prescriptive as the year progresses. During a writing session, the class 

teacher is expected to support one group throughout the entire session, providing the children of the group with 

direct, tailored support and instant feedback. The group receiving the support must be rotated each session. ‘S’ for 

support should be written in the top corner of the margin to indicate which children / group have had support 

throughout. 

This book will be passed on to the next year group as the children progress through school. This will showcase 

their writing learning journey throughout their school life. 

Implementation



 How do we know that the children have made progress in English?
Impact

Assessment

At Co-op Academy Broadhurst, we are continually assessing our pupils and recording their progress. We see 

assessment as an integral part of the teaching process and endeavor to make our assessment purposeful, 

allowing us to match the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the pupils and ensuring 

progress. 

AfL

At Co-op Academy Broadhurst, we recognise that AfL lies at the heart of promoting learning and in raising 

standards of attainment.  Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is a continuous process.

Teachers make ongoing assessments of children daily through;

● regular marking of work

● analysing errors and picking up on misconceptions

● asking open questions and listening to answers

● facilitating and listening to discussions

● making observations

These ongoing assessments inform future planning and teaching. Lessons are adapted readily and short term 

planning evaluated in light of these assessments.



 How do we know that the children have made progress in English?
Impact

Phonics and Early Reading
Assessment

Assessment is used to monitor progress and to identify any child needing additional support as soon as they need it.

Assessment for learning is used:

● daily within class to identify children needing Keep-up support
● weekly in the Review lesson to assess gaps, address these immediately and secure fluency of GPCs, words and spellings.

Summative assessment is used:

● every six weeks to assess progress, to identify gaps in learning that need to be addressed, to identify any children needing 
additional support and to plan the Keep-up support that they need

●  by SLT and scrutinised through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessment tracker, to narrow attainment gaps 
between different groups of children and so that any additional support for teachers can be put into place.

The Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised placement assessment is used:

● with any child new to the school to quickly identify any gaps in their phonic knowledge and plan provide appropriate extra 
teaching.

Statutory assessment

Children in Year 1 sit the Phonics screening check. Any child not passing the check re-sits it in Year 2.

Ongoing assessment for catch-up

 Children in Year 2 to 6 are assessed through:

● their teacher’s ongoing formative assessment
● the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds placement assessment
● the appropriate half-termly assessments.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-GETTING-STARTED-ASSESSMENT-FINAL.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/assessment-tools/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/assessment-tools/


 How do we know that our English Curriculum is successful?

Impact

Summative Assessments

Within Co-op Academy Broadhurst, formal assessments (NTS tests) are used at the end of each term in order to 

support teacher assessment. These are completed by all year groups in KS1 and KS2. Analysis is done at both a 

quantitative and qualitative level.  Information gained is used to set focused curricular targets (what to teach) and 

also to determine which strategies or methods are particularly effective in respect of specific areas of English (the 

how and why).  

Year 2 and Year 6 complete the statutory tests at the end of the year.  

Pupil progress

Teachers track and record the children’s progress against the objectives for their year group each term on Otrack/FFT 

and the data is discussed during pupil progress. At the end of each term, all year groups complete NTS assessments 

which are used to support teacher assessment.

After teachers have recorded their teacher assessment and collected data from the formal assessments, SLT (along 

with the class teacher) identify which pupils or groups of pupils are not on track to meet their personal targets and 

take steps to improve their attainment and progress. A class action plan is created, implemented and reviewed at the 

next pupil progress meeting. More able children will be identified and suitable learning challenges will be provided. 

Pupils identified with SEND will have work differentiated and be supported by additional adults when appropriate.



 How do we know that our English Curriculum is successful?

Impact

Pupil Voice

Groups of children will take part in pupil interviews each term. Judgements will be made on the success of teaching 

and learning in English depending on how they are able to talk about their learning, how it links to previous learning 

and how they can evaluate their attainment in English. They will also have the opportunity to ask questions and 

answer questions on how the curriculum can be improved further. 

Assessment Analysis

The subject leader will analyse data using O Track. This will be used in conjunction with lesson observations, pupil 

voice and work scrutiny to make an overall judgement on the impact of English at Co-op Academy Broadhurst. 


